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___________________________________________________
Performance Notes
Meredith�Willson�was�a�composer,�conductor�and�playwright.��Although�he�composed�many�popular�songs,�two�symphonies�
and�two�Oscar–nominated�film�scores,�he�is�best-known�for�writing�the�book,�music�and�lyrics�to�The�Music�Man.��Willson�
put�years�of�time�and�effort�into�this�classic�musical,�including�over�40�revisions�and�30�original�songs,�and�his�efforts�
definitely�paid�off.��The�production�ran�for�an�impressive�1,375�performances�on�Broadway,�won�five�Tony�awards�and�has�
twice�been�adapted�for�film.��The�1962�movie�featured�the�Barbershop�Harmony�Society's�1950�quartet�champion,�the�Buffalo�
Bills,�in�the�role�of�the�school�board�quartet.

Lida Rose is�one�of�the�most�recognizable�barbershop�songs�of�all�time.��The�stereotypical�image�of�barbershoppers�clad�in�
straw�hats�and�striped�vests�was�certainly�reinforced�by�The�Music�Man.��Many�a�barbershopper�had�his�first�taste�of�the�style�
while�performing�in�this�musical.

Inexorably�linked�to�Lida Rose is�its�partner�song,�Will I Ever Tell You?��Mo�Rector�and�Nancy�Bergman�teamed�up�to�create�
this�arrangement,�an�excellent�choice�for�double�ensemble�(or�men's�group�with�a�female�soloist).��A�male�quartet�could�
perform�this�piece�alone�by�skipping�measures�37-100.�

The�late�Mo�Rector,�a�prolific�arranger�for�the�Barbershop�Harmony�Society,�was�its�first�double�gold-medal�winner,�singing�
bass�in�the�Gaynotes�(1958)�and�Mark�IV�(1969).��Mo�sang�in�a�touring�company�of�The�Music�Man in�the�1960s�and�in�
1985�formed�the�Good�News!�gospel�quartet.��That�foursome�recorded�numerous�albums�and�published�over�a�dozen�
songbooks.��Among�Mo's�secular�arrangements�are�Ma! (She's Making Eyes at Me),�Cruising Down the River�and�I'd Give a 
Million Tomorrows.��

Nancy�Bergman�is�a�gifted�barbershop�arranger,�coach,�chorus�director�and�singer.��Her�quartet�the�Mississippi�Misses�was�the�
1954�Sweet�Adelines�International�champion.��Nancy�began�arranging�in�the�1950s�with�the�help�of�veteran�arranger�Floyd�
Connett.��She�has�more�than�500�arrangements�to�her�credit�and�continues�to�create�music�for�both�male�and�female�quartets�
and�choruses.

As�a�final�note:��Questions�about�the�contest�suitability�of�this�or�any�song/arrangement�should�be�directed�to�the�judging�
community�and�measured�against�current�contest�guidelines.��Ask�before�you�sing.


